
 

 

Hello and welcome to the first 

newsletter of the year.  

 

It certainly looks like being another busy 

year for our club with loads of dives ar-

ranged and many trips booked for our RIB.  

In addition there is a diary of social events 
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Once again the club will be doing our stalls at the Rich-

mond May Fair and the St. Margarets Fair, which are on 

9th May and 11th July respectively.   If you are able to 

come down and help even for an hour or so, it would be 

greatly appreciated.  Please see Niall who is kindly co-

ordinating it all again. 

 

So all it remains is for me to wish everyone  happy and 

safe diving throughout the year and letôs have a drink or 

two on the way. 

Ed 
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We originally had been planning to go to 

Galapagos this year but Christine was con-

cerned that I may have made myself per-

sona non grata there after participating in 

the e -mail campaign against the disgusting 

trade of shark -finning which was aimed at 

the Ecuadorian president. She didnõt want 

us to turn up at the airport only to find me 

being arrested and deported as a dangerous 

activist. Not so much because of the effect 

on me but sheõs not about to let me waste 

that sort of money!  

 
Having decided against that we were a bit stuck for 
a destination until we learned that Marjolein (and 
her chum, Gerry, from Ariel) was planning her an-
nual trip to Turtle Bay, Watamu, Kenya. For those 
of you who do not know it, Watamu is on the north-
ern coast around 3 hours drive north of Mombasa: 
Turtle Bay is a beautiful area with interesting rock 
formations (one of which gives the area its name) 
and a classical long white sand beach on the In-
dian Ocean which frequently appears amongst the 
ñtop ten beaches in the worldò.  
 
Taken with the promise of some really good diving, 
including the possibility of seeing whale shark, this 
made it a relatively simple decision except for the 
political upheaval that struck early in 2008 roughly 
around the time people are booking their holidays. 
Marjolein was very encouraging because, in spite 
of the unrest, Watamu has had an unrivalled re-
cord for peace and safety for around 50 years, has 
its own security patrols funded locally etc etc. We 
pondered for a few weeks until it appeared that the 
rival factions had agreed a compromise with one 
holding the office of President and the other that of 
Prime Minister, then decided that things would be 
okay and so booked.  
 
In addition it transpired that George/Jan and Rod-
ney/Jill had decided to go too and, with Marjoleinôs 
detailed knowledge of the local dive sites, this 
gave us the opportunity to do our own thing if the 
guides (Steve Curtis, Jez and their team) had a lot 
of inexperienced divers to deal with and we wanted 
to do something different. 
 
Arriving in the middle of Saturday we almost imme-
diately bumped into Rod whoôd already been there 

a 

week: he said the diving had been great and so 
first thing Sunday it was off to the Aqua Ventures 
dive centre, a gentle stroll along the beach in glori-
ous hot sun tempered by a light onshore breeze 
and too early to be pestered by the beach traders. 
Donôt get me wrong, itôs not like Egypt, these peo-
ple are friendly, non-threatening, comfortable with 
being turned down and quite likely just to wander 
along the beach with you chatting about anything 
and everything. 
 
Our first dive involved assisting Steve to fix up a 
locator buoy on the end of a reef, the idea being 
that it picked up the signals from tagged whale 
sharks as they passed by. A light on the buoy 
changes from red to green if a signal is picked up 
so, by periodic checking, the guides would know 
whether these magnificent creatures were around 
and the clever instrumentation can download data 
from the tags so that it can be studied on later re-
covery of the buoy. We did two dives on this reef, a 

slowly degrading rose coral, and with 15m visibility 

 

Kenya Trip by Geoff Woods. 


